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PRESIDENT'S PAGE 


December 30, 1955 in Pocatello; a bright blue, sunny sky; not enough 
snow anywhere nearer than the distant mountain peaks for a single snowball, 
This appearance of spring begins to make me feel a certain amount of 
urgency in the making of plans for our biennial convention, scheduled for 
May 11-12th at Shore Lodge in McCall, There, one might say, is a species of 
snowball which is beginning to roll up nicely - bright, with some promise 
of swift approach. 


The tentative program for the convention will be given on another page 
in this issue. Remember that it is still "tentative," If any member has 
a good suggestion to offer before all plans crystallize, please send it 
to Ruth McBirney, who is Convention Chairman, or to the undersigned. The 
convention is being planned for a maximum of membership participation, 
Miss Carol Trimble will be our principal speaker, but she says she is not 
the "principal speaker" type. We have invited her because she has had the 
kind of experiences which we in Idaho look forward to in planning for 
library expansion, and she will tell us about those experiences, The suc- 
cess of the program will depend to a large extent upon our members! bringing 
along questions which are in their minds about the development of district 
libraries. Perhaps Grace and other prospective districts will have experi- 
ences of their own to add to those of Miss Trimble, 


Shore Lodge is a very comfortable resort hotel located on beautiful 
lake Payette. We hope that the majority of members of the convention will 
want to reserve rooms there and enjoy living together for the two days of 
the convention, Even if the weather is not hospitable for out-of-doors 
activity, there will be fun within doors. Additional information about the 
hotel and reservations also may be found on another page. Those of us from 
southeastern Idaho will have a day's journey to make to reach McCall, but 
for the rest of the ISLA membership, McCall is fairly centrally located. 

We hope for a large gathering. If we can't pick wild flowers at McCall, 
perhaps enthusiastic skiers might be able to find favorable slopes in the 
vicinity, provided they come early enough or stay late enough to enjoy them 
before or after the convention. I am not encouraging anyone to take time 
out from the convention} I think that almost all of us will need to be in 
McCall by the evening of the 10th in order to be present for the beginning 
of the program the following morning. The 10th is not being counted as a 
convention day, but I should like to suggest that it might be a good idea 
for committees to get together that evening to discuss their accomplishments 
and aspirations. For persons not on committees, other entertainment will 
be available in the Lodge. 


Perhaps I am putting the cart before the horse in urging large conven- 
tion attendance before mentioning memberships. Our Treasurer tells me that 
the membership blanks are ready to go out on Jamuary 3rd, That means that 
you will have received them before this issue of the Idaho Librarian, If 
you have not already renewed, or joined in the case of previous non-members, 
please let this remind you that it is time to do so, At present, our member- 
ship is at an all-time high. We have 128 individual members as of this date, 
and 3 institutional members, It has been particularly gratifying to me 
that memberships have been added throughout the year as persons have come 
into library work in the state or have had contact with the activities of the 
Association, Particularly appreciated have been the memberships of some 
people who have been asked to do Association jobs and have joined in order 
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that they might accept those responsibilities. What with subscribers, 
advertisers, exchanges, and miscellaneous friends, the mailing list of the 
Idaho librarian is considerably larger than the list of 162 memberships. 
Not all librarians and libraries of the state are yet members, so there is 
room for the membership to grow. Those of us who are concerned with the 
editing of the Idaho Librarian al most say prayers for enough members to 
make it financially possible to print the magazine, 


Questionnaires for public library statistics will be sent out about 
January 10th. We hope that all public libraries will return those promptly. 
Ballots for the election of a new Vice President and President-Elect and for 
changes in our constitution will be mailed about the first of February. 

Please return them as soon as they come. In the April issue of the Librarian 
the annual list of memberships paid to that date will be printed. To repeat, 
please send your dues in promptly, and be sure that you are on the April list. 
We will try to publish annual reports of all committees, also, in the Arpil 
issue in order that they may be intelligently discussed at the May meeting 
without having to be read in full at that time. 


Finally, happy 1956 to all members and friends of the Idaho State 
Library Associationé 


Martha M, Guenther 
President 
Idaho State Library Association 


THERE'S STILL TIME TO WORK FOR THE LIBRARY SERVICES BILL; WRITE YOUR 
REPRESENTATIVES IN CONGRESS. 
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SHORE LODGE 
1956 CONVENTION HEADQUARTERS 


Shore Lodge is a mile-high mountain resort on the south shore of 
picturesque Payette Lakes, just out of the business district of the 
town of McCall. It provides complete modern facilities for comfort, 
relaxation, recreation and sports = and conventions. The lodge, 
designed in the finest, richest mountain lodge tradition, and constructed 
of native pine, blends naturally with the landscape. 


All guest rooms in the lodge are large, airy, and beautifully 
furnished - steam-heated when occasion demands. You sleep on box 
springs and spring-filled matresses. Every room faces the lake and 
a large studio window presents a grand view of the lake with moun- 
tains for a background, Each room has a private bath and telephone. 


There are rooms with double beds, rooms with studio couches, rooms 
with twin beds, and family rooms with a small separate room adjoining, 
equipped with two bunk-type beds for children, 


McCall is located on State Highway 15, twelve miles east from 
its junction with U. S. Highway 95 at New Meadows. It is a pleasant 
110 mile drive from Boise, via Banks and Cascade. 


ROOM RATES (EUROPEAN STYLE = MEALS NOT INCLUDED) 


Room with double bed and private bath ..... 8.00 per day 


Room with twin or studio beds and private bath. . 10.00 per day 
Family Room (Large room with double bed and . 

small connecting room with twin bunk beds, 

accommodates four persons) with private bath. . 15.00 per day 


Reservations for rooms should be made directly with Shore Lodge, 
Mr. Perry Bruce, Manager. In making reservations for the Convention, 
you should indicate that you will attend the Convention, so that you 
may be given preference for it. All reservations should be made at 
least ten days in advance of the time of expected arrival, The Lodge 
would appreciate an indication of the probably time of departure. 


Advance registration blanks will be sent to all interested persons 
insofar as we have their names, These will be used for planning 
assistance; not for room reservations. Questions not covered here can 
be sent to Miss Ruth McBirney, Boise Junior College Library, Boise. 
Miss McBirney is our Convention Chairman. 


TRANSPORT AT ION 


Transportation to the ISLA McCall Conference, May 11-l2th, may 
present problems to librarians attending the meeting. McCall is not 
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well served by either bus or train, A committee consisting of Marion 
Bingham, Boise ‘Public Library, and Melville Spence, University of 
Idaho Library, at Moscow, has agreed to coordinate transportation 

to and from the Conference, 


If you lack transportation, or if you have extra places in your 
car, will you please notify either Miss Bingham or Mr. Spence, who 
will try to get people and cars together. A number of cars will be 
going from the Boise area, If you can get to Boise by train or bus, 
your transportation the rest of the way will be assured. Let the 
committee know as soon as possible, however, so that arrangements 
can be made to take care of everyone. 
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TENTATIVE ISLA CONVENTION PROGRAM 
May 10-12, 1956 


Thursday afternoon and evening, May 10: 


Tea served to arriving guests in Shore Lodge Lobby, 
Registration. 

A la carte dinner. 

Committee meetings, if desired. 

Entertainment for non-committee members to be planned. 


Friday, May 11: 


7=9 A la carte breakfast. 
8-9:30 Registration. 
9-9 230 Greetings, etc. 
9:30=12 "The Development of District Libraries," by 
Carol Trimble. 
Discussion. 
12230<2 Group Luncheon. 
Greetings and report from PNLA and ALA, by 
Bli M Oboler 
2:30-4:30 Sectional Meetings: 
Public Libraries and Trustees, 
School Libraries. 
College Libraries. 
5230-7 Barbecue dinner, 
7-10 After-dinner coffee. ivening with the 
exhibitors. 


Saturday, May 12: 


8-10 Beach breakfast, weather permitting; otherwise, 
group breakfast indoors. 

10:30-12:30 Business meeting. 

1-230 Group Luncheon, "Last words" summary 
of conventions, 
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MISS CAROL TO BE PRINCIPAL CONVENTION SPEAKER 


The 1956 biennial convention of the Idaho State Library 
Association is fortunate, indeed, to have Miss Carol Trimble, 
County Librarian, Douglas County Courthouse, Roseburg, Oregon, 
as the principal speaker for the meeting. ‘She is a personable 
lady, old enough to have had a succession of valuable library 
experiences, young enough still to be vigorously pushing 
library extension. Miss Trimble's work in Roseburg began 
only last summer. It is to be assumed that she has not yet 
achieved her objectives there. It will be interesting to learn 
her views concerning that situation as compared with her 
accomplished task in Yakima, Washington. It was Mrs. Gretchen 
Schenk, inspiring speaker of last spring's district meetings, 
who suggested that Miss Trimble was a person to whom we could 
look for help in our Idaho expansion program. What more natural 
than that we ask her to meet with us at our next convention? 


Miss Trimble's library experience, previous to her present 


position, has all been in the state of Washington. ‘She was 
librarian in the Toppenish High School, 1933-1943; librarian 
in the Army Air Base at Walla Walla, 1943-194; librarian in 
the Yakima High School, 19-195; librarian in the Yakima 
County Library, 195-1951, and in the Yakima Valley Regional 
Library, 1951-1953. 


Current issues of the Idaho Librarian and a pamphlet 
containing Idaho Library Laws, issued this year by the Idaho 
State Traveling Library, have been sent to Miss Trimble. She 
is studying our situation, and will be prepared, not only to 
tell us of her experiences, but to help us think through our 
problems. A part of the period being set aside for her talk 
will be devoted to discussion. Librarians and visitors to the 
convention should bring well formulated questions for presenta- 
tion during this discussion. 
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_ CHECKLIST OF IDAHO STATE PUBLICaTIONS 


The first compilation of state publications listed departments 
uncer topical entry. The Idaho Authors Committee requested your 
opinions regarding topical entry. 


Mrs. Orcena Mahoney, Executive Secretary, ALA Division of Cataloging 
and Classification, was kind enough to study the checklist and to make 
concrete suggestions to the Committee. As a result of her suggestions 
future compilations of the checklist will contain the official entry 
instead of topical entry. 


Thus, in the first compilation found in the October issue of Idaho 
Librarian, a correction must be made for Idaho Fish and Game Department. 
The official entry is: Idaho. Department of Fish and Game. 


Idaho Authors Committee 
Idaho. Bureau of Mines and Geology 
Information leaflet No. l. 


Idaho. Bureau of Mines and Geology. 
Pamphlets Nos. 102, 103, 10. 


Idaho. Bureau of Mines and Geology 


Publications and maps. Revised 1955. 


Idaho. Department of Aeronautics 
Rudder flutter. Vol. 10, No. 6, October 1955. 


Idano. Department of Fish and Game 
Idaho wildlife review. Vol. 8, Nos. 2 and 3, September-October, 
November=December, 1955, 


Idaho, Department of Fish and Game 
Biennial report, «25ths, July 1, 1952-June 30, 195k. 


Idaho. Pepartment of Fish and Game 
Fish and game laws of the State of Idaho . . . ©1953-195hs. 


Idaho. Department of Insurance 
Annual report, 5th, for the year ended June 30, 1955, 


Idaho. Department of Law Enforcement. 
Idaho motor vehicle laws, revised to January 1, 1956. .1955.. 


Idaho. Department of "ublic Assistance 
Quarterly bulletin, Vol. 1, No. 1, April-June 1955. 


Idaho. Laws, Statutes, etc. 
General laws of the State of Idaho, passed at the thirty-third 
session of the State Legislature, 1955. 1955. 
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Idaho. Laws, Statutes, etc. 
Idaho Library laws, based on Idaho Code, 1949 and 1953 and 1955, 


supplement. 


Idaho. Library Board 
Biennial report, twenty-seventy, of the Idaho State Traveling 


Library, 1953-195h. 


Idaho. Merit System Council 
Circular No. 116, 1955. 


Idaho. Penitentiary 
Biennial report, 32d, of the Idaho State Penitentiary and fourth 


biennial report of the Idaho State Board of Correction, for the 
biennial period ending June 30, 195h. ¢195hs. 


Idaho, Penitentiary 
Clock, October and November 1955, 


Idaho. State Insurance Fund 
Laws governing Firemen's Retirement Fund. e¢Chp. 1) of Idaho Codes, 


Idaho. State Insurance Fund 
Report of the state insurance fund for the year ending June 30 ...195. 


Idaho. University, Moscow 
University of Idaho reports to the citizens of the state. Vol. 9, 


No. 2-3, June-Sept. 1955. 


THERE'S STILL TIME TO WORK FOR THE LIBRARY SERVICES BILL: WRITE YOUR 
REPRESENTATIVES IN CONGRESS . 
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NATIONAL CONFERENCE FOR AMERICAN PRINCIPLES 
IN COMMUNITY RESPONSIBILITY 


Preliminary Idaho State Conference 


It is proposed that a National Conference for American Principles 
in Community Responsibility will be held in Washington, D. C. from 
March 26 through March 29, 1956, This conference is being sponsored 
jointly by the General Federation of Women's Clubs and the National 
Council for Community Improvement. It will be held at the Hotel Stat- 
ler. The conference is to be a complete study of community service 
with consideration of material, spiritual and cultural elements. It is 
planned that there will be from 750 to 1000 delegates from local communi- 
ties present, representing state divisions of national organizations. 
These delegates are to be representatives of their local communities, 
selected on the basis of their community service more than on their member- 
ship in an organization, The effectiveness of the work they do in their 
communities through their organizations should influence their selection 
to travel to Washington. 


The National Council for Community Improvement, one of the sponsoring 
organizations, is made up of representatives of various organizations and 
industries and of individuals actively interested in community improvement, 
Its headquarters is in St. Louis. 


The stated purpose of the conference is two-fold: (1) to impress 
upon the American people, through the publicity to be given to the speeches 
by prominent Americans and the deliberations of those attending, the 
importance of community development in America today; (2) to assist those 
who attend to learn more about effective techniques of working with their 
communities. These purposes are to be accomplished through general 
sessions and small workshops. The workshops and speeches on the program 
will cover various phases of community development, improvement and 
cooperation. 


Among the speakers at the conference will be Secretary George Hum- 
phrey of the Treasury Department; Senator Clinton P. Anderson of New 
Mexico; Congressman Clarence Cannon; Dr. Arthur Burns, Chairman of the 
President's Economic Advisory Council; Henry Wriston, President of Brown 
University; and Mr. Walter Fuller, Chairman of the Board of the Curtis 


Publishing Company. 


The conference is being financed by contributions from large indus- 
tries and foundations. For example, two of the industries contributing 
ave Sears, Roebuck & Co, and the Radio Corporation of America. The 
conference will pay the transportation expense of from one to five dele- 
gates from each state to Washington. It is planned that the minimum 
representation from each state shall be equal to the state's representa- 
tion in Congress. It is recommended that other expenses, hotel bills, be 
paid for each delegate by the state organization he represents, or by his 
local community, or perhaps by the state organization with some assis- 
tance from the related national organization funds. 
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During the first two weeks of January preliminary meetings were 
held in each state to elect a state chairman for a state committee and to 
elect delegates to attend the conference in Washington. The Idaho 
meeting was sponsored by the Idaho Federation of Women's Clubs and was 
held in Boise on the afternoon of January 10. The Idaho Federation 
president, Mrs. P. B, Wilson of Twin Falls presided. More than sixty 
state organizations in Idaho whose programs have some relation to commue 
nity service work were invited to send representatives to the Boise meet- 
ing. Our Idaho State Library Association President, Miss Martha Guenther, 
was invited to represent the ISLA. Since Miss Guenther was unable to 
travel to Boise for this meeting she delegated the Past President, Miss 
Marion Bingham, to attend in her place. 


Twenty-two delegates attended the meeting in Boise. These repre- 
sented the following organizations, American Legion Auxiliary, Idahe 
Congress of Parents and Teachers, The Elks, Idaho Federation of Women's 
Clubs, University of Idaho Extension Service, Idaho Heart Association, 
the state chapter of the National Federation of Music Clubs, Young 
Women's Christian Association, Idaho State Library Association, Idaho 
State Recreation Association, Idaho Council of Catholic Women, Idaho 
Federation of Business and Professional Women, Idaho State Chamber of 
Commerce, Ladies Auxiliary of the Veterans of Foreign Wars, Idaho State 
Division of the American Association of University Women, and the Idaho 
State Tuberculosis Association. 


Each delegate gave a very brief statement as to the service program 
of his organization. After this the permanent state chairman was elected. 
It was the unanimous opinion of those present that Mrs. Wilson should 


become the permarent chairman for the duration of the existence of the 
committee and she was duly elected. 


It is intended that the present committee, enlarged by representa- 
tives of other groups who were unable to come to Boise January 10, continue 
until after the Washington conference when it will meet again to hear 
the reports of the delegates to Washington, 


Although only five delegates will be financed by the national cone 
ference in each state it is planned that many more delegates should go to 
Washington from each state, either individuals who are willing to pay 
their own expenses because of their interest in the purpose of ‘the confer- 
ence, or more representatives of the state organizations who can and 
will finance their trips. The present plan is for the Washington 
delegates to return to Idaho and put on a program for the state committee 
that will be a small duplication of the conference in Washington, It is 
hoped that the ultimate result of the conference will be greater coopera- 
tion in each state among groups interested in and working for community 
development, and that the temporary state committees may become permanent 
organizations. 


Each state organization will receive another letter urging that more 
delegates be sent to Washington from the group. 


In the interest of expediency the selection of delegates to travel 
to Washington at Conference expense was made by the group on January 10 
from among those present or known personally to someone present at the 
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meeting. It was agreed that the chairman, Mrs. Wilson, should most cer- 
tainly be one of them, Four others with alternates for each were elected 
from the four divisions of the state as used by the Idaho State Chamber 
of Commerce: From the Northern District, Mrs, Lora Albright, representing 
the Daughters of the American Revolution, of Juliaetta, delegate; Dr. 

Leon Green, Head of the Physical Education Department of the University 

of Idaho, of Moscow, alternate. From the Southwestern District, Mr. 
Wendell Christiansen of Nampa, President of the Idaho State Recreation 
Association, delegate; Mrs, George Tonkin, Jr. of Boise, President of 

the Idaho Congress of Parents and Teachers, alternate. From the South 
Central District, Mr, William Pyle of Gooding, Director of the Idaho 
State Tuberculosis Association, delegate; Dr. J. Wesley Miller of 
Gooding, President of the Idaho State Tuberculosis Association, alternate, 
From the Southeastern District, Mrs. Anne R. Daniel of Pocatello, Presi- 
Gont of the Idaho Federation of Business and Professional Women, delegate; 
Dr. Ray J. Davis of Pocatello, active in Boy Scout work, alternate. 


It was voted that in the event neither of the elected delegates in a 
district could go, the chairman, Mrs. Wilson, would have the power to 
appoint a delegate from that district. It was also voted that, should 
insufficient funds be apportioned to Idaho to pay the expenses for five 
delegates, the delegates should decide among themselves how the expense 
money should be divided among them. 


Marion Bingham 
Past President, ISLA 
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LIBRARY SERVICES BILL 


1956 is here and with it the real hope of passage of the Library 
Service Bill. This can only be accomplished, however, by the support 
of the majority of Members of Congress in both Houses, The test will 
come in the early part of the session, Did you visit with your Rep- 
resentative and your Senators while they were at home and discuss the 
Library Services Bill? If not, please write them in Washington, Their 
supvort is terribly important, 


NATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS SUPPORTING THE LIBRARY SERVICES BILL 

The National Grange at its annual convention held in Cleveland, 
Ohio, November 15 passed the following resolution sciving their continued 
suonort for the Library Services Bill, It reads: 


"Public Libraries 


"Whereas, there has again been introduced into the United 
States Congress the Library Services Bill, providing federal 
grants to the various states for extension of rural library 
facilities, therefore be it 


"Resolved, that we urge the exnansion of public library 
facilities to reach rural people, 


"We approve the principles of the present bill and endorse 
the proposal to limit such federal aid to a five year period. 
We feel that bookmobiles are one of the most practical means 
of such library extension." 


Along with the National Grange, the Library Services Bill is 
endorsed and supported by these other national organizations: 


American Association of University Women 
American Booksellers Association 

American Federation of Labor 

American Home Economics Association 

AMVETS 

Association for Childhood Education 

Congress of Industrial Organizations 
Cooperative League 

Farmers Union 

General Federation of Women's Clubs 
International Association of Machinists 
National Council of Chief State School Officers 
National Education Association 

National Congress of Parents and Teachers 
National Congress of Colored Parents and Teachers 
United Auto Workers 


Xemember to work with and through the local units of these organizations 
in building additional support for the Library Services Bill. 


(Reprinted from Washington News Letter, Dec. 13, 195") 


CATALOGING FOR LISRARIFS 
AROUND THE WORLD 


by Dorothy H. West 


(Address delivered at Catalogers' Round Table 
Breakfast, 8 a.m., March 25, 1955, West Palm 
Beach. Miss West is the editor of the Stan- 
dard Catalog Series of the H.W. Wilson Company.) 


Did you ever think what it would mean if every catalog card you 
made was shipped out immediately to libraries around the world? This 
is the position of the STANDARD CATALOGS and particularly the 'ilson 
Catalog cards. 


To give you some idea of the problems we face I shall outline 
our procedure briefly. Later if there is time I hope you will ask 
questions on any phase of our work that interests you particularly. 


When a book is announced we make a ); x 6 card giving as much 
information as is available at the time. ‘hen we receive a review 
copy of the book, or if the publisher has failed to send us a copy, 
there is some indication from other sources that copies are ready 
for distribution, then we consider making printed catalog cards. 
First we review the possibility of the book being included in one of 
the Standard Catalogs, either STANDARD CATALOG FOR PUBLIC LIBRARIES, 
FICTION CATALOG, STANDARD CATALOG FOR HIGH SCHOOL LIBRARIES or 
CHILDREN'S CATALOG; second, if we make the cards will we be able to 
sell at least 500 cards for that title. This is our minimum run to 
make a set of cards pay for itself. To guide us in that decision 
we may have Virginia Kirkus and her system of starring outstanding 
titles, Booklist Forthcoming section, Huntting checked title, 
American News of Books with Don Gordon's evaluations, the book 
orders of several libraries who order prepublication either from 
galleys or advance copies; on the other hand we may have to depend 
on our own library experience and knowledge of books for a decision. 


When the book has been selected for catalog cards, we send for 
it from our Company library. For (W) cards and for the STANDARD 
CATALOGS we check the author's name first. For the magazine indexes 
the names are checked last. You may think name work is relatively 
simple, but is it? Recently we were picking up an older title be- 
cause Booklist was running it in their Fiction list. The author 
on the title-page was Frances Faviell, LC gave us a birth date of 
1913--. In revising the (W) card copy I noticed that the book was 
copyrighted in the name of Mrs. Olivia Parker, Who was Olivia 
Parker? When we called the publisher we found that Frances Faviell 
was the pseudonym of Mrs. Olivia Parker. That was comparatively 


simple. 


Back in 1951 we had a children's book BOYS BO"K OF MONERN 
SCIENCE by S. M. Jennings. The blurb said that the author was a 
well known science writer for children, but try as hard as we 
could, we couldn't find a single book by S. M. Jennings listed in 
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any of our publications. In looking over the books, the style seemed 
very familiar. Surely we could identify this author for the field is 
comparatively limited. [By transposing the initials of S. M. Jen- 
nings we came up with Jerome S. Meyer and the flabbergasted publisher 
confirmed our identification. 


Dates are another problem. The death dates are the only ones 
we can be sure of, and not always then. We still have a question 
merk after Hitler's death date. You would think people would remem- 
ber when they were born but we have three dates for Robert W. 
Service and two for Willa Cother. 


Now since LC and many other libraries are usin: the title-page 
form of the name, we are wondering how far we shovld go in this 
name research, If our card catalogs are primarily for the public, 
would they prefer to find the book under the name given in the 
publisher's announcement? Even Libetzky in his report could not 
bring himself to endorse this practice whole-heartedly, 


Annotations and Subject Headings 


Our next step is to select the annotation and assign subject 
headings. We do not allow time to read the books, Sixty books in 
two days keeps us quite busy. But we do scan them enough to be able 
to decide on the annotation and subjects. You may notice that we 
write very few of our own annotations--many sre quotes from preview 
sources or the book or book jacket. As you know, the subject 


headings are selected from Sears List of Subject Headings. This is 
one place we have it easier than the magazine indexes. They must 
create so many of their headings, for the first information on a 
subject appears in the pericdicals before it has been crystallized 


enough for a book. 


To digress a minute I might call your attention to the fact 
that the headings are created for a magazine article and as more 
and more material appears, the heading is re-evaluated in the 
light of the added information until it gets into the permanent 
volume. This accounts for the occasional shifting of material 
between paper issues and the permanent volume. , 


Now back to our book. After the subjects have been assigned 
we decide on the "main subject" which dictates the class number. 
If we can't agree on a main subject we assign alternate numbers 
leaving the decision up to you. 


Classification Number 


This too would be simpler, if there were not war in Dewey 
camp. Devotees to the 1th adition refuse to recognize the up- 
start 15th, followers of the 15th are delighted in the modernization 
of the schedules which have grown clumsy and unwieldy with the 
accumlation of years. Now we have a 7th Abridged that retains some 
of the newer features of the 15th and anticipates the 16th edition 
which we expect in the next three or four years. 


In catalozing for libraries around the world we feel that we 
should use the eurren*t edition of the Dewey Classification, but which? 
In 1951, when the 15th edition came out we shifted to that but realizins 
that many libraries and ovr own STANDARD CATALOGS could not shift 
over night, we continued to sive the 1th in brackets. Then it 
became apparent that quite a few libraries, some as influential as 
LC, were not going to adopt the 15th in its entirety and work was 
begun immediately on the 16th edition. When the 7th Abridged was 
published in June 1953, we examined it carefully androticed that it 
was an expansion in size from the 6th Abridged making it suitable for 
the medium size library, and more important, it anticipated some 
of the changes that would probably be incorporated in the 16th, 
Furthermore )\5% of these changes were a return to themmber used in 
the 1th. Since this seemed a compromise for those libraries who 
clung to the lth and those who preferred thenore modern 15th and 
recognizing that the 15th would be replaced, we felt that it was 
our duty to adopt the 7th Abridged and we have been very happy 
using it. However I am one of the librarians who welcomed the 15th and 
am loath to give up the 301's as they are in the revised 15th. iow 
if I were in a library and catalocing just for that library system 
I could take liberties with the number, but the Dewey Decimal 
Calssification schedules are copyrighted and we have no risht when 
we are cataloging for libraries around the world to deviate from 
the numbers as given. The 910's are a case in point. 


The correlation between our STANTARD CATALOGS and the (W) 
cards is so close that we cannot change classification and name 
forms willy-nilly and let the revised cards fall where they may and 
so, until there is a new edition of the STANDARD CATALOG FOR HIGH 
SCHOOL LIBRARIES in 1957, we shall sive both the 7th Abridged and 
the 15th edition number separated by a semi-colon on the cards, 


When you receive a catalog card order for a 1950 title giving 
the 1th edition number, then a 1951 with lyth and 15th and a 195) 
giving 7th Abridged and 15th we don't blame you if you are confused. 
We are, too. As the cards for the older titles come up for reprinting 
we bring them up@to-date on name form, subject headings (they change 
too) and classification. 


We have high hopes that the 16th will be the classification we 
have all been looking for and that when we get it and the corresponding 
8th Abridged we can all sit back and say this is it for a long time to 
come. 


When we have finished the name research, the annotations, the 
subject headings and the classification, we are ready to turn the 
book and card over to a typist who prepares the copy for the (W) cards. 
The x 6 card is returned to a holding file where clippings are added 
as they appear. 


Selection of Material 
I imagine you are familiar with our selection process for the 


STANDARD CATALOG--how once a year a list of titles to be considered goes 
to a panel of consultants on each catalog and it is by their vote that 
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the books are selected for inclusion and starred for special recom- 
mendation. 


Since you are primarily interested in the cataloging, I shall skip 
over the system of selection except to say that librarians do not always 
agree on the usefulness of a book. We go through the same process of 
name research, annotation, subject headings and classification, as 
we do for the (W) cards, only this time we have the accumlated clippings 
for the year giving us the result of the work in other libraries. 


Analytics 


Next we look for analytics. We do a great deal of analyzing hoping 
that it will save you catalogers. Plays are analyzed by author and title 
in the STANDARD CATALOG FOR PUBLIC LIBRARIES, HIGH SCHOOL CATALOG, and 
CHILDREN'S CATALOG. Short stories too except fairy tales in CHILDREN'S 
CATALOG since that will be covered by a new edition of Eastman. All 
collective biographies and books on multiple subjects are analyzed in 
all Catalogs. in CHILDREN'S CATALOG and in the HIGH SCHOOL CATALOG 
too, we often bring out the individual animals in books on animals. 


Years ago Miss Sears started the Essay and General Literature Index 
and Miss Firkins did tiie Index to Plays and the Index to Short Stories 
with just this purpose in mind--to save you making analytics for your 
adult books. Now Essay and General Literature Index which covers science, 
religion, philosophy and history, not just essays is published twice a 
year in June and January, and Firkins has been revised by the Play Index 
with many more subject entries and a new feature--a listing by size of 
cast. The Firkins Index to Short Stories has been revised and this too 
has many subject entries. It is now the Short Story Index. For 16 mm 
films we catalog all films by title, subject and Dewey Decimal Classifi- 
cation in the Educational Film Guide. The Filmstrip Guide does the 
same for filmstrips. The Biography Index lists any biographicai material 
in books or periodicals. The Bibliographic Index does the same for 
bibliographies. 


You see Mr. Wilson was always looking for ways to help the librarian. 
In this way he was one of the pioneers in centralized cataloging. 


Bandoola 


Now shall we look at a particular book throughout all the processes. 
Let us take the case of BANDOOLA, by J. H. Williams. When it was announced 
we made a x 6 manila card for it. Soon we had the report the Army had 
selected it to be sent in their Monthly Kit to the overseas libraries. 
New York Regional Library at Watertown ordered 10 copies on their first 
pre-publication order. And so we decided that we should make (W) cards 
for this title. In cataloging we checked the name but found no birth 
date. Since the book gave the experiences of a Burmese rider training 
the elephant Bandoola in the teak wood forests, we assigned the subjects, 
"Burma" and "Elephants," with the classification 599.61 (elephants). 
The (W) cards were ready on February 5th for the book publication date, 
February 25th. During the year clippings from various libraries and 
review sources were added to the x 6 manila card. We sent to our lib- 
rary for the book and rechecked our cataloging and classification. Now 
we have the LC proof sheets, the Booklist, Library Journal, Cincinnati 


Public Library bulletin and that of the Chicago Public Library, - 
as the various book jobbers catalogs. When we checked the classification 
we found that BD and several others nad classified it in 636.97 the éle- 
phant as a domestic animal, but we felt that our number 599.61, the 
elephant as a mammal was more useful in American libraries, and so we 
keep the mammal number in the Standard Catalog just shifting to the 7th 
Abridged number 599. This explains why occasionally your (W) cards and 
your Standard Catalogs do not always agree. When we classify for the 
catalogs we have the advantage of hindsight and may rescue ourselves from 
the limb where we find our classification. As the (W) ecards are reprinted 
the classification is revised. 


So you see cataloging for libraries around the world is fraught 
with difficulties but I like it. 


(Reprinted by permission of the editor, Fred D. Bryant, from 
Florida Libraries, v. 6, no. 1. June, 1955) 
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NOTABLE BOOKS OF 1955 


The Public Libraries Division of the America Library Association has 
issued its annual list of "Notable Books" which includes 6 titles. The 
1955 list was presented at the ALA Midwinter Meeting at the Edgewater Beach 
Hotel, Chicago, by the Notable Books Council for distribution on Wednesday, 
February 1. 


Mildred W,. Sandoe, personnel director, Public Library, Cincinnati, 
Ohio, who is I earned of the cevisian, said of the list: 


"When we —_ so often that mediocrity reigns supreme---that whether 
we realize it or not we are subject to the 'tyranny of the average!-—-lib- 

. rarians are offering to each other, and to their patrons, an increasingly 
important service as they call attention to books that are truly notable. 
Unhampered by commercial restrictions and striving to recognize intellectual 
integrity, members of the Notable Books Council and the participating lib- 
raries have endeavored to select wisely and weil. This year, for the first 

time, the former Notable Books Committee of five was expanded into a No- 
table Books Council of twelve." 


Mrs. Florence S. Craig, director of adult education, Cuyahoga County 
Public Library, Cleveland, Ohio, Chairman of the Council, said: 


"The books were chosen for these factors: sincerity and honesty of 
presentation, factual correctness, literary excellence, contribution to 
man's understanding of himself and the times in which he lives. 


"Omitted were new editions, condensations, compilations and titles 
that were parts of older and larger works. 


"Fifty-five libraries participated in the project during 1955," 
Following is the list: 


Allen, G. W., Solitary Singer, Macmillan. 
A well-balanced interpretation of Whitman, poet, scholar and — 


being. 


Anderson, Erica, World of Albert Schweitzer, Harper. 
A vivid picture record of a great man and the worlds in which he lives. 


Barth, Alan, Government by Investigation, Viking. 
The importance to good government of legislative investigation and 
some dangers in abuse of this power, evaluated with fairness. 


Bates, Marston, Prevalence of People, Scribner. 
World population from the broad point of view of the various sciences. 


Rishop, J. As, The Day Lincoln Was Shot, Harper. : 


An effective "You Are re There"account of what happened on the day and 
night of April 14, 1865. 
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Bourliere, Francois, Mammals of the World, Their Life and Habits, Knopf. 
Outstanding presentation in text and photographs of animals in their 
natural habitat. 


Bowles, Chester, New Dimensions of Peace, Harper. 

A review of the international scene in Europe and Asia by a competent, 
practical observer who has vital ideas about United States Foreign 
policies, 


Bridgeman, William, The Lonely Sky, Henry Holt. 
An enthralling account of supersonic flight at fifteen miles above 
the earth. 


Burrows, Millar, Dead Sea Scrolls, Viking. 
A scholarly analysis of what many theologians and scientists believe 
to be one of the great discoveries of our time. 


Carson, Rachel, The Edge of the Sea, Houghton Mifflin. 
A beautifully written and scientifically correct study of the 
strange and abundant life between high and low tides, 


Chase, Gilbert, America's Music from the Pilgrims to the Present, McGraw- 
Hill. 


Provocative panorama of our democratic musical heritage. 


Chase, M. E., Life and Language in the Old Testament, W. W. Norton, 
An invaluable consideration of the Old Testament as a work of 


literary art and a keen analysis of the mind of an ancient Oriental 
people. 


Clifford, J. L., Young Sam Johnson, McGraw-Hill. 
What made young Johnson the boy he was and the famous man he became, 


Davenport, R. W., The Dignity of Man, Harper. 
About the central conflicts of our time which may be neither economic 
nor political but philosophic, 


De Santillana, George, The Crime of Galileo, University of Chicago. 
- About Galileo and his inquisitors, who felt that the best way to 
“| defend the faith was to become policemen of the mind, 


De Voto, Bernard, The Easy Chair, Houghton Mifflin. 
Theughtful comments by the late editor of The Easy Chair (Harper's 
Magazine) on important issues in American life. 


Fine, Benjamin, 1,000,000 Delinquents, World, 
Personal interviews and case studies on juvenile delinquency. The 


author documents causes in home, school and community and suggests 
preventive measure, 


Fromm, Erich, The Sane Society, Rinehart. 


A challenge to all who assume that social and economic processes 
must be sane because they exist. 


Goodenough, E. R., Toward a Mature Faith, Prentice-Hall. 
An original solution for the lost faith and security men are seeking. 


Gunther, John, Inside Africa, Harper. 


Despite some errors and some superficiality, an impc~tant compendium 
of knowledge about a vital area. 
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Hachiya, Michihiko, Hiroshima Diary, University of North Carolina Press. 
A participant's account of the atom bombing of Hiroshima which is 
objective and scientific. 


Hanson, Lawrence, Noble Savage, Random. 


A richly detailed biography of Gauguin, a successful French stock- 
broker who became one of the world's most colorful artists. 


Herberg, Will, Protestant, Catholic, Jew, Doubleday. 


A critical, sensitive and impartial study of the religious situation 
in America. 


Hoyle, Fred, Frontiers of Astronomy, Harper. 
Controversial implications of the new ideas in astronomy. 


Irvine, William, Apes, Angels and Victorians, McGraw-Hill. 
A skillful blerding of information and humor about Charles Darwin, 
Thomas Henry Huxley and the impact of Darwin's theory of evolution 

on the 19th century world. 


Jackson, R. H., The Supreme Court in the American System of Government, 
Harvard University Press. 

Acute commentary on the Supreme Court and its unique function in 
our democracy. 


Life Magazine, The World We Live In, Simon and Schuster. 
Superbly illustrated articles about the earth and its natural 
wonders by the editorial staff of Life and Lincoln Barnett. 


Lindbergh, A. M., Gift from the Sea, Pantheon. 
In poetic prose the author describes her search for inner peace 
while living in "a world that is too much with us," 


Luethy, Herbert, France against Herself, Frederick A. Praeger. 
A Swiss journalist's well-intormed study of France's appalling 
problems. 


MacGowan, Kenneth, The Living Stage, Prentice-Hall. : 
A well-written, well-illustrated history of the theatre from its 
origins with primitive man through its dark and golden ages. 


Markandaya, Kamala (pseud.) Nectar in a Sieve, John Day. 
Realistic novel of Indian peasant life which is sad and tender and 
contains emotional universals the world can understand, 


Millar, G. R., Crossbowman's Story of the First Exploration of the 
Amazon, Knopf. 


Fictionized biography of explorer Orellana and his trip from 
Peru down the Amazon to the Atlantic. 


New York (City) Museum of Modern Art, The Family of Man, Simon and 
Schuster. 
_ Excellent reproduction of photographs from an exhibit prepared by 
Edward Steichen at New York's Museum of Modern Art showing "the 
universal elements and emotions in the 'everydayness! of life," 
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Niebuhr, Reinhold, The Self and the Dramas of History, Scribner. 
An analysis of the impact upon western civilization of the ten- 
sions between the Hebraic and Hellenic elements of culture. 


Oldenbourg, Zoe, The Cornerstone, Pantheon. 
The cornerstone is Christianity on which real and believable 
characters are able to build in different ways. 


Peterson, R. T., Wild America, Houghton Mifflin. 
Wild America as seen through the highly perceptive observations 
of American naturalist Peterson and British naturalist James Fisher, 


Phillips, Wendell, Qataban and Sheba, Harcourt. 
Fascinating account of archeological treasure hunting in the 
ancient kingdoms on the Biblical spice routes of Arabia. 


Reischaver, E. 0., Wanted: an Asian Policy, Knopf. 
A readable diagnosis of our problems in Asia. 


Tenzing Norgay, Tiger of the Snows, G. P. Putnam's Sons, 

In collaboration with James Ramsey Ullman, Tenzing Norgay, the 
Sherpa, tells his very original version of the successful ascent 
of Mount Everest in 1953. 


Trilling, Lionel, The Opposing Self, Viking. 
Distinguished literary essays with an interconnecting theme, 
"the idea of the self," 


Tunnard, Christopher, American Skyline, Houghton Mifflin. 
An unusually fine presentation of city planning, architectural 
tradition and industrial progress of the American city. 


Van der Post, Laurens, The Dark Eye in Africa, William Morrow. 
An Afrikaner's stirring discussion of his country's spiritual 
problems. 


Walker, R. Le, China Under Communism, Yale University Press. 
Well-based in research, this analysis of communism's impact 
upon China is a serious attempt to sift and interpret actual 
publications of the Peking regime. 


Weeks, Edward, The Open Heart, Little, Brown. 
Out of the life and thought of the long-time editor of the 
Atlantic Monthly comes a philosophy of life beautifully written. 


West, Rebecca, A Train of Powder, Viking. 
Six essays on guilt and punishment by a master writer-reporter. 


White, Walter, How Far the Promised Land? Viking. 
America's progress in race relations and a measure of the man 


who devoted his life to bringing the Negro toward full equality 
in our society. 


THERE'S STILL TIME TO WORK FOR THE LIBRARY SERVICES BILL; WRITE YOUR 
REPRESENTATIVES IN CONGRESS. 
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SOME FORGOTTEN CHILDREN'S BOOKS 
Carol Ryrie Brink * 


Author of Caddie Woodlawn, Magical Melons 
and other works 


This summer we had been driving for a long time through the beau- 
tiful desolation of wheat fields near Pendleton, Oregon. We stopped at 
a tiny crossroads store to get some information. A small farm truck 
was parked in front of us, and my daughter and I who remained in our 
car while my husband went into the store, exchanged smiles with two 
smell Indian girls who sat in the back of the truck. They wore bright 
colored handkerchiefs tied over their heads, and their round faces were 
full of expectancy. We were not surprised to see that, when their 
father came out of the store with the groceries, he had brought them 
each a present. The presents he had brought them were two comic books, 
The little girls jumped with joy, waved a friendly goodbye to us, and 
jolted away busily reading their comic books. 


Little Indians are not the only children who delight in those 
little books which are so mistakenly known as comic books. When I 
visit my faculty friends they are in the habit of snatching the comic 
books out of their children's hands before I see them, or if they are 
not quick enough for that, they apologize profusely. They think I am 
only happy when I see a child with Caddie Woodlawn clutched in its 


chubby fingers. 


Actually I am not as unhappy about the comic books as many people 
are. I deplore their cheap vulgarity, their glorification of the 
sensational, their low art. But I am sure that we cannot entirely 
ignore or condemn them when so many thousands of children are avidly 
reading them. Instead of condemning what so many children enjoy, I 
think that we must analyze it and see what we as authors, artists, 
publishers and librarians can learn from it. 


First of all to reassure ourselves, let's remember that comic 
books are not a new thing nor an invention of the United States. As 
far back as 1796 the French had begun to tell stories for children 
in a series of pictures almost exactly like our comic strips of today. 
The last time I was in France before the second World War, the comic 
book business for children was flourishing. My grown children still 
cherish paper covered volumes of French "funnies" as well as more pre- 
tentious books of the same kind in board covers. They will never forget 
Becassine, Lili, Les Pieds Nickeles, characters that they learned to 
love in France. The natural gaiety and light-heartedness of the French 
make them ideal purveyors of picture stories for children, Their comics 
are full of genuine laughter, the innocent and the sophisticated humor 
mixed indescriminately, but all delightful and nearly always harmless 
to the child. 


Address given at the Children's Young People's and School Librarians! 
Luncheon, Upper Midwest Regional Library Conference, Nicollet Hotel, 
October , 1947. Published here in abridged form. 


"he Germans had their early cartoon books, too, You all 
remember Shock-Headed Peter and Max and Maurice. Incidentally 
Max and Maurice must have been the direct ancestors of our 
Katzenjammer Kids, But the Germans, like the Americans, lacked 
the light and graceful Gallic touch. Their humor has the sadistic 


and macabre note which we display in such strips as Dick Tracy and 
Smilin! Jack, 


Why are comic books so satisfying to children? We all know their 
vices, let's see for a moment if we can enumerate their virtues. 

I think of five ways in which they are satisfying to children, First, 
they are cheap. A child with ten cents to spend can to to the 

corner drug store and decide between a candy bar and a comic book. 
The fat, complacent child will probabiy settle for the candy bar; 

the literary, the restless or the imaginative child will take the 
comic book, Second, they have visual appeal. Why do adults love 
Life, Pic, Look and the other picture magazines? Because pictures 
Save one the trouble of creating his own mental images. They 

see the story at a glance. This is even more pleasing for the child 
to whom reading without pictures may still be a hard task. Third, 

the comic books have an endless quality. ‘to a child no good story 
should ever end. You know how in story telling you can work to a 
perfect climax, polish off your story to an artistic enming and come 
to a full stop, and your juvenile audience will look at you wide-eved 
and say, "Well, go on. What happened next?" Fourth, the comic books 
have story value. They have forward motion, action, something 

always happens. Fifth, they are full of fantasy. In them the 


impossible can happen, the imagination is set free, They offer 
ESCape. 


Now if you are willing to go along with me, I should like to 
take up these five virtues of the comic book in relation to our 
most serious books for children. Is there anything that we can 
learn from the comic book that will make our serious books for 

children better and more appealing? 


The question of price iste of the most difficult things 
we have to face in the children's book business. Good children's 

books should not be as expensive as they are, because children 
themselves have so little to spend. The thrifty child with a 

small allowance would rather have eight or even twenty comic books, 
full of many picture stories which will keep him entertained for 
hours, than to have one really beautifully drawn picture book 

which costs $2 and lasts two minutes. Many of our loveliest 
picture books have very little story value. The average parent 
cannot afford to buy them. The publishers with high standards of 
artistic value, reputable authors to keep alive, and all the pre- 
sent day difficulties and expenses of publishing cannot compete very 
well with the comic books. You in the free public libraries, 
however, can. You have the great and almost unique privilege of 
putting expensive books into the hands of poor children. But, if 
the high class picture book is to compete with the comic book, 
must it not also try to tell more of a story? Try to last longer 
and give more for the child's money? I think that the answer is 
yes, and that quthors, artists, and publishers must face the fact. 
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The visual appeal of the comic books is particularly strong to the 
young child who is just forming reading habits, because they are so easy 
to see at a glance and understand, The unfortunate thing about them is 
that the art is usually so poor. The child who is devoted to them is 
forming low tastes in art as well as in literary and moral matters. A 
few good artists to do comic books are very greatly needed. Reputable 
artists would rather be found dead than doing hack work for cheap pub- 
lishers. It's a matter of pride as well as financial reward. Can't 

you librarians do something to persuade your artist friends that it is 

a sort of moral obligation, like feeding hungry Europe or clothing the 
orphan, to produce one good, humorous and artistic series of story 
pictures which may be published cheaply? If every artist got this idea 
and the publishers would cooperate, think what might be done for the 
good taste and pleasure of the children of this country. It can be 


done arid perhaps to compete with what we have and dislike, it must be 
done, 


The endless quality is one that concerns authors more than artists. 

It brings us at once to the subject of the series, that bugbear of 
authors and librarians, Soon after Caddie had won the Newbery Medal, 
the elder Mr. Brett who was the head of the Macmillan Company in this 
country, hearing that I was in the lower regions of his great publishing 
house, asked me to come up into his office for a short conference. 

I was a little bit frightened, but he set me at once at ease and I had 
a very enjoyable talk with him. The one bit of advice he wished to 
give me, however, was this: "My dear, my editors will say that this is 
bad advice, but let me tell you something. The series has gone out of 
fashion in writing for children, but the children themselves love it. 
I should like to see you do a series of books about Caddie Woodlawn," 
Many children in oddly scrawled and spelled notes have since given me 
the same advice. I think it is or must be good advice. Perhaps I 
should have taken it, There seems to be something about the endless 
quality which is particularly satisfying to children. But the delights 
of the series are all on the child's side and the evils are likely to 
be on the author's side. How can an author be expected to put so much 
that is genuine and fine into the thinning stream which oozes away 
over the infinite sands of the long series? We remember with dismay 
the Elsie books, The Little Colonel books, the many, many more than 
Five Little Peppers, and What Kay Did so many times. Few authors have 
given us good series of children's books, Arthur Ransome in his books 
about the Swallows and Amazons has been very successful. E. Nesbit to 
my mind was the greatest of the children's series writers. Her Would- 
Be-Boods and Treasure Seekers never seemed to go thinner no matter how 
many volumes they ran through; and for a good artist looking for a 
subject for a good comic book, I'should like to nominate the E, Nesbit 
«Edith Nesbit Bland» books. I believe that any child would soon prefer 
the amazing and exciting adventures of the Bastable children to Dick 
Tracy or Superman if he were only given the opportunity of choosing. 


Story value again is the problem of the author. The Victorian 
authors of Children's books wrote them with the idea that children are 
born full of original sin and must have it educated out of them, Along 
in the 1890's people began to think that children were not so wicked 
after all, but were very cute and lovable little playthings. There 
was quite a rash of bocks like The Doings of a Dear Little Couple in 
which the children talk outrageous baby talk and behave as their 
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sentimental elders liked to imagine cute little children behaving. 
Early in 1900 the authors suddenly got the idea that books for children 
should amuse children, This is an idea that I applaud, and I look in 
vain today on the bookshelves of children for those wonderful books of 
my childhood which only wanted to entertain, I am going to come back 
to them in a moment, for I feel that the forgotten books of the great 
period of American fantasy should be brought back to all of our minds, 


Today we are in a factual period, Perhaps that is why so many of 
our books today fail to tell a story. They tell children how a steam 
engine works, how an airplane flies, how a farmer harvests his corn, 
how plastics are made, how to understand an atom bomb, But adventure 
in its true sense, the reaction of human beings to interesting events 
are found less often than they should be. To make a story, something 
must happen, there must be progress, change, growth, forward motion. 

A good story for children needs something more than a description of 
the working of wheels and cogs; it needs real people, humor, honesty, 
right ideals, action, something new, wonder andstrangeness. 


The trouble, perhaps, with our story writing is that we have lost 
the art of oral story telling. We have forgotten how to spin a yarn, 
and keep it moving forward. Natural story telling was on its last 
legs when the radio came along and gave it the final blow. So few 
people sit down now and begin, "I remember when--" or "I used to know 
a feller who--." Perhaps in some way you are going to keep alive the 
ancient art of story telling, for the Children's rooms of the libraries 
are among the few places where story telling is still in practice. Too 
often, though, that story telling is only a perfect histrionic repetition 
of a classic story. To me that is not story telling at all, but only 
a form of elocution. Please do keep story telling alive in your libraries. 
Never mind the grammar, the modulation of voice, the gesture of hand 
or lift of eyebrow, but let the story run away with you. Tell it for 
all you are worth. The Uncle Remus stories are difficult to read from 
a book because of the dialect, but how wonderful they must have been to 
hear! (ne good test of a book for children is how well it will break 
down into language. Can you tell the story? Is there really any story 
there to tell? 


I had one more item on my list of five virtues of the comic book 
from the child's point of view: fantasy. The comics are full of it 
from Superman to the much more endearing and delightful Barnaby, But 
when we look at our present day book for children, we find that fantasy 
has been almost entirely discarded. Occasionally the English still 
give us a Mary Poppins or a Winnie the Pooh to take to our hearts, but 
in America imaginative writing for children is much harder to find. 

The fault lies here, I believe more with the editors than the authors, 
It has been the fashion for some years for editors to look down their 
noses at anything which could not, in their opinion, actually happen 

to a normal American child on an average day in an average town. How 
dull this gets to be after awhile! No wonder children look to Superman 
for some way out, 


Some of us who are old enough can remember the lost American 
fantasies of our own childhood. They were written simply to delight 
and entertain.. Most of these books are out of print now, and they 


have not appeared on library shelves for years, if ever. When I 
mention The Wizard of Oz by L. Frank Baum, many of you will shake your 
heads in disapproval, The Wizard of Oz was too popular with children. 
Presentable copies could never be kept on the shelves because they 
were worn out by eager hands. The Wizard of Oz won itself a bad 
reputation because it became a musical comedy and a movie, and 

because it was followed by a shoddy series of books, mostly written 
by hack writers who took over the original author's idea and extended 
it to impossible lengths. To me The Wizard of Oz is one of the few 
great American books for children, It tells a good story in a simple, 
direct style. It has humor, fantasy, and best of all truth and inte- 
grity in the interpretation of human nature. The lion who thought 

he was cowardly, but in emergency showed the greatest courage; the 

tin woodman who thought he lacked kindness, but was always the most 
gentle and thoughtful; all the rest of these fantastic and yet very 
real characters move steadily forward in a delightful advanture which 
we cannot afford to forget. 


Before he hit the jackpot, Mr. Baum wrote other agreeable fan- 
tasies, The Magical Monarch of Mo, The Enchanted Isle of Yew and 
others. He even did what many authors cannot do, he wrote one good 
sequel to The Wizard of Oz, The Marvelous Land of Oz. Baum was not the 
only entertaining ‘ing writer of this period. A few y years ago we read 

of the death of Carolyn Wells, and she was spoken of as the author of 
mystery stories for adults. As I remember it they were quite mediocre 
who-done-its, but none seemed to remember that at some time she had 
written some of the most delightful nonsense books for children which 
we have produced in this country. Folly in Fairyland, Folly in the 
Forest, and The Pete and Polly Stories are ¢ not perhaps very well 
organized stories, but they are full of the most delectable details 
that ever a child chortled over. 


The Story of Live Dolls and other books by Josephine Scribner 
Gates brought to little girls in realistic detail the wonderful 
adventure of a family of dolls really coming alive for a short 
period of time and keeping house in the play house of their delighted 
owner. For small boys Steward Edward White wrote The Magic Forest, 

a fantasy of a little boy who sleep-walks himself off a train into 
an Indian camp where he lives for a time as one of the tribe. . 


A great many other books of this type were produced and beauti- 
fully or humorously illustrated in the early 1900's, They are 

out of print now in most cases, and they are not as easy to pick up 
in second-hand stores as the moral tales of our grandparents. Why? 
Because children love them so much that they wear them out or keep 
them for their children and grandchildren, Here in America we show 
the liveliest interest in the strange adventures of a little girl in 
a rabbit hole or a marionette in the stomach of a whale, yet we 
are likely to disapprove of a Kansas girl being carried off in a 
cyclone to a fictitious land. This isprobably because we are not 
acquainted with the interiors of English rabbit holes nor Italian 
whales, but we know for certain that no Kansas cyclone ever took a 
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child farther than Topeka or Emporia. Imagination should be just as 
good at home as it is abroad, and please do read again some of our 
American fairy tales and see what you can do to revive them, Per- 
haps you can even influence some of your publisher friends to give 
children what they love as well as what is considered good for them, 


Children have always had the faculty of being able to escape 
into happiness through the tiny garden gate of the imagination, If 
their only escape today is through comic books, it is a dreadful 
commentary of adult inadequacy, 


You and I who represent the librarians and the authors must 
assume some responsibility, We must ask the artist and the pub- 
lisher to help us. In some way we must try to give children the 
golden key to the tiny garden gate instead of the shoddy brass one, 


(Reprinted by permission of the editor, Lee F. Zimmerman, from 
Minnesota Libraries, v. 15, no. 8, 1947, p. 27-250.) 
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THE NATIONAL SCENE 


AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOC LATION 


Phyllis Maggeroli has joined the headquarters staff of the American 
Library Association, She will serve as assistant to Eleanor Phinney, 
Research Assistant in the ALA Office for Adult Education; and as ad- 
nimistrative assistant to Ruth Warncke, Director of the ALA Library- 
Community Project. 


Miss Maggeroli has been active in adult education work as Readers’ 
Adviser and Acting Head of the Reference Department at the Oak Park, 
Ill. Public Library. She previously served as Assistant Librarian at 
the DeKalb, Ill. Public Library where she wrote and directed a 
weekly library radio program. 


She is 1955-56 chairman of the membership committee of the ALA 
Public Libraries Division. 


Miss Maggeroli took her BA at Aurora College and her MIS at 
University of Illinois in 1953. 


THE PLD REPORTER 


Librarians who have long felt a need for an up-to-date, practical 
guide on problems of book selection policy and censorship now have the 
answer in a publication of the Public Libraries Division of the American 


Library Association. 


The October, 1955, issue of The PLD Reporter is devoted to the 
proceedings of the Work Conference on Book Selection in which 233 
persons participated at the recent ALA Annual Conference in Philadelphis, 
sponsored by the ALA Intellectual Freedom Committee and the Public 
Libraries Division. 


The book, available at $2.50 from the ALA Publishing Department 
in Chicago, includes the four principal addresses by Herbert Brucker, 
Paul Bixler, Miriam Putnam, and Eleanor Phinney as well as reports of 
discussion groups, a digest of the final session, and excerpts from 
existing public library book selection statements, Also included are 
the Library Bill of Rights, the Freedom to Read statement, and several 
bibliographies. Also listed are libraries that have book selection 
policy statements which are available on loan from the ALA Headquarters 


Library 


Leaders of the library profession have urged for some time that 
trustees and others concerned be thoroughly informed about the problems 
of book selection and censorship, and this publication brings these 
problems sharply into focus through its report of the work conference 
discussions. 


An Introduction to the material, written by John D. Henderson, 
Chairman of the Intellectual Freedom Committee and Ruth W. Gregory, 
1954-55 PLD President, sets forth a number of conclusions which they 
ee have been substantiated by special studies, Among them 
are these: 


",..written policy statements, where they exist, have become 
invaluable tools, for sharpening the individual library's objectives 


and for interpreting its role in the support of the basic principle of 
the freedom to read. 


",..profession-wide use of prepared policy statements would 
strengthen the position of the libraries of the nation, particularly 
for those which may be vulnerable to pressures that are not in the 

best interest of the public library and its goals," 


The Introduction reports that participants in the work conference 
represented public, college, school, hospital, and armed forces 
libraries, and afforded them "an opportunity to compare experiences 
and pool judgment." 


The work conference drew nine principles of book selection from 


the various group discussions as guides tovwrking out policy statements 
by individual libraries, 


ALA MIDWINTER MEETING 


The annual 1956 Midwinter Meeting of the American Library Association 
is expected to bring 1,00 librarians from all sections of the country 
to the Edgewater Beach Hotel in Chicago, January 29 to February h. 


The meeting is devoted to approximately 150 business sessions of 
ALA divisions, boards, committees and round tables, surrounding three 
meetings of the ALA Council, composed of 250 elected delegates, who 
form the policy-making body of the Association, The ALA 75th Annual 
Conference, which includes many program features, will be held in 

Miami Beach, June 17 to 2h, 1956, 


ALA President John S. Richards, Librarian of the Seattle, Washington, 
Public Library will preside and report to Council, 


The Notable Books Council of the ALA Public Libraries Division 
will present a list of "Notable Books of 1955;" and the Book Selection 
Committee of the Association of Young Peopie's Librarians will present 
a selection of adult books recommended for young people. 


The Library Periodicals Round Table will sponsor an exhibit of 
130 periodicals, 


The following groups are arranging to meet during the Midwinter 
Meeting: Association of American Library Schools, National Association 
of State Libraries, executive committee of the American Theological 
Library Association, executive council of the Catholic Library 
Association, and the executive boards of the lountain Plains Library 
Association and the Southwestern Library Association. 


THERE'S STILL TIME TO WORK FOR THE LIBRARY SERVICES BILL; WRITE YOUR 
REPRESENTATIVES IN CONGRESS. 


THE NEW I.F, FREIBERGER LIBRARY BUILDING 
WESTERN RESERVE UNIVERSITY 


On February 5, 1956 the new library building on the campus of 
Western Reserve University will be dedicated. The nation's newest 
andmost modern university library facility, costing $1,600,000., is 
named for I.F, Freiberger, a Reserve trustee and alumus. 


Principal speakers for the dedicatory convocation at Severance 
Hall will be Dr, Paul H. Buck, director of libraries at Harvard 
University, and Dr, Ralph E, Ellsworth, director of libraries at 
the State University of Iowa. Dr. Ellsworth received his library 
science degree from W.R.U. in 1931. 


President John S, Millis will preside at the convocation which 
will be followed by a tour and reception. The library building 
consists of three stories and an English basement totaling 80,000 
square feet. It has a capacity for more than 500,000 volumes and 
reading space to accommodate 600 students. 


The School of Library Science and the new Center for documentation 
and Communications Research will be housed in the building, as well 
as the Cleveland Regional Union Catalogue. 


VJ. LANGUILLEG CO. 


Library Bindings 


SINCE 1896 


LIBRARY SUPPLIES 


“BOUND TO LAST" 


LIBRARY FURNITURE. 


40 years of dependable service 
to schools and libraries of the 
Pacific Northwest 


BOOKMENDING MATERIALS 


Prompt shipments on all 
Library supplies 
and 

Furniture 


ALL WORK IN ACCORDANCE WIIH 
A,L.A, SPECIFICATIONS 


were 


Prices and Information on Request: 


SEE OUR CATALOG! ! 


Vv. J, LANGUILLE & CO, 
61] West 3rd Avenue 
Spokane 4, Washington 
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Stockton, California 
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NEWS NOTES 


Activities of Public Libraries 


AVA BARNES LOOKS AHEAD IN BLACKFOOT 


From the Edna Gillespie Library, came this stimulating letter from 
Ava Barnes, Librarian. 


"Two sturdy new sections of shelves have been added in the Child. 
ren's Department. They were installed the week of Nationel Book Week. 
We advertised Book Week this year by placing beautifully made posters, 
which had been done by the Art Department at the High School, and several 
books in six different places of business. 


"Even though it was early for Thanksgiving, we put up some lovely 
Thanksgiving decorations and the room was very attractive as the chil- 
dren came and went with a goodly supply of books tucked under their 
arms. 


"Our Story Hour, from 11:00 to 12:00 each Saturday, is coming along 
nicely, and my three high school girls are doing a wonderful job. 


"The Current Event Woman's Club recently voted to pay half on a 
large standard globe for the library. This will be placed on the main 
floor after the first of the year." 


BOISE PUBLIC GETS DRIVE-UP BOOK RETURN FROM JUNIOR LEAGUE 


The following is a letter from Marion Bingham, Librarian, at Boise 
Public, Library Project of Junior League 


"The biggest news just now at the Boise Public Library is our new 
Boardman Auto-Page Drive-up Book Return. It has just been presented to 
the library by the Junior League of Boise as part of their current lib- 
rary project. The book return has been installed at the curb ‘in fro: 
of the building where library patrons can drive up to deposit book: 
when the library is closed, or when time does not permit them to f:nd 
a place to park and come in. We are all proud to offer this new service 
and are most grageful to the Junior League for making it possible. 


"The Junior League has set aside the sum of $500 to be spent for 
the library this year. The Book Return, the lettering on it, and the 
shipping charges have taken a little over $300 of the fund. The beai.ance 
of the fund will probably be spent for records for the collection in 
the Boys' and Girls' Department, though the final decision on this is 
not yet made. 


"In addition to the above gifts, the Junior League is contributing 
in the form of services in the library. Two teams of six members each 
come on alternate weeks to read the shelves. This has been a tremendous 
help to us, as they have taken over the task of shelf-reading for the 
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year. A member of the League prints signs “hen they are needed for the 
library or for the front door to announce the holiday closing times. 


"During Book eek the Junior League assisted by helping to advertise 
and by serving refreshments on Open House Night. Little Aristotle, a 
hand »uppet, was made for the occasion and appeared several times on 
television to invite boys and girls and their mothers and fathers to 
visit the library to see the displays of new books. 


Book leek 


"Book Week was celebrated in the usual way with week-long displays 
of new books in both departments of the library. In the Adult Depart- 
ment reserves were taken during the week to be filled in turn after the 
displays were taken down, Five hundred forty-eight reserves were taken. 
Refreshments were served by members of the Junior League. 


"In the Boys! and Girls' Department the theme for the book displays 
was taken from the book Bequest of “Wings, by Annis Duff. The chapter 
headings were used for the topics on the posters and the books were 
grouped accordingly. Each child was permitted to put his name on one 
book to reserve it for the week following 300k Week. 


"The library has a very festive air with the colorful posters 
and the books all dressed up in their attractive jackets. On Open 
House we have a fire in the fireplace and baskets of flowers; the 
entire staff is on hand to welcome library patrons," 


BONNERS FERRY PUBLIC CONDUCTS BOOK REVIEWS 


The following is a letter from Mrs. S. 0. Collins, Librarian at the 
Bonners Ferry Public Library. 


"The Library Committee of the Bonners Ferry Reader's Club, who 
sponsor the library, decided last summer to acquaint the people of Boun- 
dary County with the new Regional Library Law, as their project for the 
winter. With the co-operation of the county extension agent, Miss Mar- 
jory Hatton, a schedule was made whereby each of the fifteen extension 
clubs of the county would be given a program by the members of the 
Library Committee. These programs consist of an explanatory talk about 
our library and the new Law, followed by a book review. Six clubs have 
had their programs, and the others will be in the spring. The response 
has been very encouraging and the women of the clubs showed a real 
interest in the library and a desire to improve conditions." 


CALDWELL CARNEGIE PUBLIC LIBRARY 


Despite Book Week's coming during the coldest week of the year, 
Carnegie Public Library felt that its celebration was indeed a 
success. 2,02 school students and thirty-two teachers, grades 
one to eight, visited during the week at scheduled hours, not to 
mention seventy-five kindergarten children, parents, teachers, and 
many other guests, Besides a tour of the newly lighted and decorated 
children's library, the visitors heard a story by the children's 
librarian, iirs. Dorothy ». Doane. lirs, James Stewart delizhted the 
younger children with a presen*etion of a flannelsraph story of the 
“Peevish Penguin," Kathleen Lind, senior in the local high school, 
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again arranged an attractive Cisplay, asec on the, The 3orowers 
Afield, which has since been used for display in the library at 
Daytona Beach, Florida. 


Word has just reached us that we are to receive a gift of 
‘250 from the local Soroptimist Club for use in our children's 
department. We arerost crateful for this donation and will 

probably use part of thenmpney to purchase a record player anc a 


puppet stage. 


Several children's records have been given us by lir. Clair 
3, Hull, manager of KCID, Caldwell News Tribune, and also a 

member of the Library Board, These will be very useful to us and 
we are glad to say that our record library is zrowin:. 


Since installing our new charging system May 12, 1955, 3,232 
borrowers have registered, of these 1250 are juvenile, 1982, 
adults. 


Lois Ne Hansen, Public Relations Shairman of ISLA, arranged 
for a 25 minute tape recording dealing with the Library Services 
Bill to be sent to sixteen different libraries in Idaho. 
Librarians were urged to arrange with local radio stations to 
broadcast this explanation of what the Library Services Bill 

can mean to Idaho, The material for the script was taken from 
Hearings on Federal Aid for Library Service in tural Areas on 
May 25, 26, and 27, 1955, The recording was made by Congressman 
Hamer Bude, Mrs. C, E. Winstead, president of the State Library 
Board, Miss Marion Bingham, past-president of ISLA and Miss Ruth 
.cBirney, president-elect of ISLA. 


We have just received the tape recording and have arranged 
with KCID for a broadcast, January 22. 


CHALLIS PUBLIC LIBRARY 


Josephine Thompson, President of the Challis Library Soard, 
informs us that the library has purchased many new books, and 
that the library has been the recipient of generous contributions 
from several sources. The Joerd hopes to add measurably to its 
collection with the new fund from the city. The number of borrowers 
who use the library has increased remarkable during the last 

few months, News notes of other libsaries through out the state 

are read with interest. 


IDAHO FALLS PUSLIC CELEBRATES BOOK 


Book Week in Idaho Falls was heralded by announcements made 
by press, radio and television, The public was invited to attend 
Open House in the Children's Department on Tuesday evening of 
that week, Besides displaying several hundred new books which 
had just been added to the bookstock, the library featured a 
group of the most recent fall Sooks as suggestions for Christmas 
giving. 


In Decemb.:°, Girl Scout Troop No. 13 prepered an unusual and 
striking holiday bulletin board, The old song "The Twelve Nays 
of Christmas" was “raphically depicted by paper figures of the 
various "characters" set upon a musical staff of glittering 
green foil. 


lirs. Eleanor Terch, formerly associated with the Alameda 
Public Library of Alameda, California, was appointed to the 
Idaho Talls staff as a general assistant. 


TWIN FALLS PUBLIC ENJOYS VA?IETY OF ACTIVITIES 


The following is a letter from Mr, Arthur L, DeVolder, 
Librarian at Twin “alls Public. 


"Miss Dorothy Evans, Children's Librarian, gave a short 
story hour and explained the use of the library to children from 
the city's three elementary schools and one of the parochial 


schools, over a period of time from the middle of October until 
time for Book Week. 


"During Book Week, over 200 new books were displayed and 
charzed out to the children. A picture and newspaper account 
vave wide nublicity to the Book Week event. 


"Prior to the holidays (Thanksgiving and Christmas) a 
booklist on Cooking, and Entertaining was prepared by the staff 
for distribution to the patrons. Mimeographed and folded in four, 


it did help our patrons become better acquainted with our holiday 
resources. 


"Arthur L, DeVolder, Librarian, has made appearances on 
KLIX-TV and talked about new books, children's reading and 
Library Services 3ill. 


"Picture publicity has also veen obtained from the local 
newspapers on the United Nations display and on the Children's 
Christmas Storytime Hour. On December 17, 56 children participated 
in the Storytime Hour, and afterward the Staff distributed cookies 
which they had made and decorated with Christmas themes, The 


library also celebrated its first anniversary of distribution of 
records to children." 


News and Views of School Libraries 


GOODING HIGH SCHOOL LIBRARY 


From Gooding High School comes a letter from Miss Juanita 
Weston, who writes: 


"IT am new here at Gooding...Miss Hokanson was librarian two 
years ago; I came here this year from Nampa. I had two 
library science credits in college, and I took nine more credits 
at Moscow, this summer. [I am just trying to do the best job 
Iocan. Of course, I am a teacher--a teacher-librarian, teaching 
Spanish I, Spanish II, and Girls! Health." 


WALLACE HIGH SCHOOL LIBRARY 


Miss Ruth V. Daniels writes: 


"We received for our senior high school library, a gift of 
about twelve excellent books from a former teacher, Miss 
Hanna Backlund, A Mr, Miller, who was moving from Wallace, 
gave us a gift of something over one hundred books from 
his library...the school has increased in enrollment greatly 
and library service has been extended. The collection numbers 
nearly 10,000 volumss," 
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The Colleges and the Universities 


IDAHO STATE COLL'iCE LIBRARY NEWS 


Edward K, Blakeney, Assistant Cataloger at Idaho State 
College Library since September 1, 1953 will become an 

assistant cataloger at Yale University Library in January, 
1956. He will be near to his native Boston, and will con- 
tinue work on his Ph.D. in Germanic languages at Yale. 


The James D, Carey Memorial Fund, co-sponsored during 
November and December by the English Denartment and the 
ISC Library Staff in honor of a 1955 ISC honor graduate who 
died suddenly last summer, is now over ‘}300., most of which 
will be used to buy library books in the fields of litera- 
ture and philosophy (Mr. Carey's chief interests). The rest 
will be used to publish a booklet, reprinting Mr. Carey's 
colums written for the student newspaper, the ISC BENGAL, 
last year. Contributions were received from the faculty, -. 
students and student organizations. This was the first 
time that such a memorial fund was established onc ampus. 


Miss Alice McClain, Associate Librarian, has been ap- 
rma Pacific Northwest Library Association secretary for 
1955-56. 


Miss Laura Coleman, Documents Librarian, has instituted 
a system of bringing classes to the documents department, 
whenever subject matter involved is related to government 
documents. During 1955 the total of thirteen classes, in 
fields ranging from home economics to geology, visited the 

- library's largest single collection, its quarter of a million 
documents, and had our resources in their fields displayed 
and explained for them by Miss Coleman. 


Re T. WILLIAMS LIBRARY - NORTHWUST NAZARi“NE COLLEGE 


The gift of a three-speed, hi-fi, record player with 
earphones to the library by the Phi Delta Lambda society has 
been quite an assetto the audip-visual collection. It 

is used almost constantly and students report that it is 

of the finest quality. 


A Library Newsletter f or members of the faculty has been 
inaugurated t!is year. One issve has been published and another 
one is under way. Faculty comments have been favorable. 


A decided increase in the book budget is keeping each 
staff member busier than ever, but the consensus of opinion is 
that everyone is happy about it. 


AICKS COLLEGE LIBRARY 


Ricks College Library has inaugurated a microfilm program. 
A new Kodagraph film reader, model MPE, has been vurchaseri. 
Several microfilms have obtcined es The Deseret ,News, 
the first thirty years, Journals of Discourse,ana excerpts 
from the Bancroft Library on early Utah and Idaho history. It 
is planned to obtain the historical materials pertaining to 
the region. Also the library plans on supplanting the 
permanent binding of a number of periodicals with microfilm. 


During the annual Ricks College Leadership Week in early 
November the College Library had an art exhibit. Art work in 
various media were exhibited by three different groups; The Upper 
Valley Artists, The Art Guild, and the Idaho Falls Art Guild. 


During the fall quarter the Department of Library Science 
gave a course entitled School Library Problems. This was a 
workshop class, consisting of 23 teachers and librarians in the 
Upper Snake River Valley. <A special feature of the class included 
actual visitation of various libraries from Ashton to Idaho 
Falls. Libraries visited were Ashton Public Library, North 
Fremont High School Library, Rexburg Third Ward Latter-day 

Saints Library, Idaho Falls Public Library, and Bonneville 

High School Library. The new libraries in process of being 

‘ completed and inaugurated, which were visited and sugzestions 
were offered by members of the class, were Madison High School 
Library, Midway Junior High School Library, and Rigby High 

School Library. The final project was the cataloging and or- 
ganizing of the Rexburg Latter-day Saint Seminary Library. The 
course offered first hand experience for all members of the class. 


STRAHORN LIBRARY- COLLEGE Oi IDAHO 


A Recordak micro-film reader, model MPE, has been installed 
at Strahorn. It will be available to faculty and students, — 
anyone doin; research outside the college community. 


Circulation statistics from September 19, the beginning of 
first semester, to December 31, 1955, estimated on the total 

number of students enrolled in day and evening courses, show an 
increase of 51 3/5% over last year for the same period. Enroll- 


ment for the first semester of 1955 has increased 2);% over that 
for 


_ The first week in March another exhibit from The Solomon 
R. “ugeenheim Museum will arrive, consisting of drawings of ar- 
tists representing modern trends in art. 


The drawings are in charcozsl, ink and pastel and are by 
the following artists: Ernst Barlach, Lyonel Feininger, Albert 
Gleinzes, George Grosz, Wasily Kandinsky, Ernst Ludwig Kirchner, 
Paul Klee, Oskar Kokoschka, Wilhelm Lembruck, Henri Matisse, 
Joan Miré and Amedeo Modigliani. 


UNIVERSITY OF IDAHO NEWS 


Plans for the new library building, to cost $1,3000,000.00, are 
virtually complete. It is probable that bids will be called for late in 
January and the contract let by the end of February. Construction should 
commence almost immediately. It is anticipated that about one and one= 
half years will be required to erect the building and that occupation of 
the building will be in August, 1957, just before the college year com- 
mences in September. 


Announcement has been made that the 1956 Pacific Northwest Library 
Association Conference will be held in Pullman, Washington. Clifford 
Armstrong, Washington State College Library, is General Chairman, with 
Lee Zimmerman, University of Idaho Library, and Clarence Gorchesl of WSC 
as Vice-Chairmen, Mr. Zimmerman is to head the Publicity Committee with 
the assistance of Mr. Melville Spence. Charles Webbert is to be in 
charge of the Exhibits Committee. He will be assisted by Sam Liao. 
Edmond Groza and Michael Slama will be concerned with transportation. 
Other committees will subsequently be appointed, some of which will be 
joint committees comprised of individuals from WSC and from Idaho, 


FIFTH DISTRICT LIBRARIANS MEETING 


Librarians of the Fifth District of the IEA held a meeting at 
Idaho State College Library on December 9, Everything co-operated 
except the weather - in other words, a blizzard the night before made 
the roads well-nigh impassable and there was not a full attendance as 
had been anticipated, Attending the meeting were: Oleen Anderson, 
Grace - President; Thelma Christiansen, Snake River; Irven Christensen, 
Blackfoot; Eunice Gunnell, North Gem; Quentin Casperson, Preston; Mil- 
dred Hilswick, Pocatello, 


Mr. Eli Oboler, Librarian of Idaho State College, was in charge of 
the meeting. He conducted a tour of the library, Various steps in pro- 
cessing books from delivery to shelving were demonstrated by Miss 
Martha Guenther, assistant librarian and head cataloger. Miss Alice 
McClain, associate librarian, discussed reference books and answered 
questions about specific reference tools. 


Mr. Oboler gave us copies of "You're Invited", the excellent ISC 
library handbook, Miss Guenther distributed invaluable pamphlets, among 
them: "School Library Bill of Rights", and "Proposed Standards for 

Elementary School Libraries in Idaho". 


At the close of the session we were entertained at tea in the lounge, 
with Mr. Oboler and his staff acting as hosts. Assisting with serving 
were Shirley Enell and Sharon Rupp, student library assistants, Our 
thanks are due Mr. Oboler and all the staff members who made this after- 
noon a pleasant and profitable one, 


HISTORY REPEATS ITSELF 


{ 


257 Atkinson, Theron H, and Vera M., joint authors. 

So2ndE Veone; daughter, Rexburg, Idaho, Madison 

Memorial Hospital, December 19, 1955 at 1:38 p.m 

5 lbs. 9 1/2 oz. (The Atkinson series, edite 

by B. H. Passey, M.D.) ; 

Previous addition entitled: Sheryl Vint, Son: 

Accession 
No. 2 


A new librarian is born, as this announcement reveals - signed, 
sealed, and delivered as the future librarian of Ricks College Library. 
The present librarian, her father, has taken a short cut in recruitment 
tactics, which other librarians, of marital status, might well adopt, 
for these are crucial times in the profession when recruits are at a 


premium. 


ISLA wishes to congratulate the Atkinsons and to little Veone ex- 
tend best wishes for her happiness and success in ali that she may do. 


THERE'S STILL TIME TO WORK FOR THE LIBRARY SERVICES BILL; WRITE YOUR 
REPRESENTATIVES IN CONGRESS 
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Lewis-Clark Normal School 

Lewis-Clark Normal School came into existence by an act of the 1955 
Legislature. Previously known as Northern Idaho College of Education, the . 
institution had been closed four years. Under Miss Laura King, the library 
of NICE had been well run, the catalog had been impeccably kept in all its 
details. A layman might think all that was necessary to place the library in 
operation again would be to apply a key to the door and dust cloth to tthe books 
But any librarian would know better. 

More than the passing of time had happened in that four-year period, es- 
pecially at the beginning and end. As the school closed, there was the last 
minute pile-up of returned books, and all during the four years more books had 
drifted in. Some persons had forgotten to return books, but no one was at the 
desk to send out notices. Then, in reopening the library, there was the mat~ 
ter of getting rid of the DDT with which the library had been filled to preserv 
the books. The clearing process required moving of the books--four times. 

All of this left two questions: What books did Lewis-Clark have? And where? 

As with most libraries, shelving space in Lewis-Clark's library is at a 
premium. To save space as well as funds, no books which we already had should 
be accessioned. A problem? Well, just one of many. 

New books were needed before the opening of school. The teachers helped 
by requisitioning books required in their particular courses. By the time 
the students had arrived, we had our first big shipment of the special books 
the teachers wanted and the new 1954-55 education books. Next year we plan 
to spend the budget on 1956 books and pick up those from 1953 that we have 
need for. Following this process, it will be 1958 before the back-log in 
books will be caught up. 

While NICE was operating, the Children's Library had been one of the 
show places of the Northwest. During the four years that the school had been 
closed, no new books had been added, but the library had not been closed. It 
had been leased by the city schools of Lewiston. The teachers who took turns 
at supervising the library did their best, but their time was limited, and it 
was difficult for them to keep records in order. We decided the quickest way 
to get that library operating again as part of the college was to put the call- 
number on each book. We set up a regular production line and by Book Week we 
had accomplished what we had thought just couldn't be done! We had those 
books marked and shelved, and that library opened at stated hours each week 
since that time. Our budget for the Children's Library is small and the 
shelving is inadequate, but it is once more on its way to becoming a show 
place for the Northwest. : 

But the Periodical room was the major problem of them all. The subscrip- 
tions to most magazines had expired, but many had continued to come for one, 
two, and three-year periods. Still-wrapped periodicals were thrown on tables 
as they arrived because there was no staff to take care of them. All the free 
material, advertising, and miscellaneous papers and books were thrown in with 
them, and that was one big problem of sorting! We didn't try to open the 
Periodical room this year. We moved the current periodicals upstairs here in 
the main library. We are still in the process of sorting magazines and get- 
ting them ready for the binders. To keep within the budget and to meet the 
objectives of the new college, we are now re-subscribing to the most essential 
publications and trying to fill in the four years' back numbers. The people 
of Lewiston have been wonderful in cooperating in this. But, it will be a 
long time before we fill in the four year gaps and catch up on our binding. 

This semester we have only the first half-year freshman classes. At 
mid-term we will repeat these courses and offer the last half of the fresh- 
man year, Next year we will add the sophomore classes. That, of course, 
means that we can concentrate our purchasing for one class at a time, and 
that helps! 


. 


With all these little sidelizghis, you can understand that Miss 
Daphne Gowen and I think that we have a different and entirely fascinating 


job! 
Fern C, Pryor, Librarian 


Ririe Library Petitions Ready 

Ririe, January 1°, = Petitions have been circulated concerning a 
district library in Ririe, and are now ready to be presented to the 
Jefferson County Commissioners. : 

These petitions have been presented in the Sonneville voting territory 
comprising Jefferson School District No. 251, and *irie voting precinct of 
Jefferson County. 

Those working on the committee to obtain a library for ‘tirie are: Mrs. 
Wendell Harris, Tom Miller, Mrs. Dee Blakely, Mrs. Lawrence Summers, Mrs. 
Earl Hunter, Mrs. Doris Sermon and Mrs, Edith Summers. 

The boarse of trustees will determine how much additional levy will 
be imposed, not to exceed two mills, to meet expenses of the library. 


The Post-Register, Idaho Falls, January 19, 1956, p. 10. 


Cataloging Problems to be Discussed at Convention 


To those who have problems in cataloging, Martha Guenther is proposing 
an early breakfast ijay 11 to discuss these problems. 


If you wish to participate in a Catalogers' Breakfast, write Miss 
Guenther at Idaho State College Library, Pocatello, to tell her of your 
interest and something of the problems that you would like to have considered. 
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A Special Appeal to the Public and School 
| Libraries of Idaho 


Scores of libraries, large and small, from coast to coast, and from border to 
border, have for years purchased Caxton books of general interest as they 
come from the press under our standing order plan. 2 


It would mean a great deal to us to have the support of all of the Idaho 
libraries. Won’t you fill out and send to us the form below, or, if you want to 
preserve your copy of the IDAHO LIBRARIAN intact, write us for special 
blanks for library standing orders? _ 


Library Standing Order Form 
Date 
The CAXTON PRINTERS, Ltd. 
Caldwell, Idaho 
Gentlemen: 


- You are authorized to enter our order for a copy of every book of gen- 
eral interest which you bring from the press, to be sent on thirty-day approval, 
subject to our return for full credit if we decide we do not wish to add it to 
our Ebrary. 


Books which we decide to keep are to be billed to us at a discount of one. 
third (33 1-3%), delivered f.0.b. our post office. 


Name of Institution 
ty Name of Librarian 
State 
Street Address" 


Bic CAXTON OF CALDWELL, IDAHO Hc 


300 1-56 82454, 
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